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“Dr. Smith, will you still be my doctor if Medicare cuts are enacted?” Seniors and physicians are rightly concerned. According to SGR (Sustainable Growth Rate), established by congress in 1997 to balance the budget, Medicare payments to doctors will be cut by 21.2% starting April 1, 2010. Since its inception, Congress has postponed the rate cuts, but since the cuts are cumulative, they have now reached economically unviable levels. If rate cuts are enacted, many physicians will be forced to close their doors or limit the number of seniors and veterans they serve. And, since commercial insurance companies develop their rates based upon Medicare formulas, most residents of our communities will also be affected. 

 

Yes, the decrease in physician income will be substantial, but that decrease pales when compared to unintended consequences the enactment of SGR formula will have on all patients. To counter this reduction, the only way for physicians to survive will be to cut the overhead -- which means letting employees go. There are approximately 1,100 physicians, each directly and indirectly providing jobs for 19 individuals in the Fort Myers, Cape Coral area. Even if only four individuals per physician lose their jobs, that is 4,400 additional jobs we cannot afford to lose. That potential job loss will have a rippling economic effect on families and businesses. Seniors, veterans, children, families and businesses alike, cannot afford these cuts. Congress needs to act to permanently repeal SGR and keep its promise to our seniors and veterans. Please contact your US senator or congressman by email or phone (regular mail will be delayed due to security screening reasons) and tell them we need a permanent fix for the SGR. Contact Lee County Medical Society at 239-936-1645 for further information. 
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